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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed 12/8/2005 has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1 and 1 1 have been amended. 

3. Claim 2 has been canceled. 

4. Claims 1 , 3-6, and 9-1 1 are now pending. 

5. The applicant's argvmients with respect to claims 1,3-6, and 9-1 1 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the following new grounds of rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

6. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.1 14. The applicant's submission filed on 2/2/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 3 makes claim to the "system described in claim 2." However claim 2 has been 
canceled and therefore claim 3 cannot be dependent on it. For the purpose of applying 
prior art it will be assumed that claim 3 refers to the system described in claim 1 . 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

8. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention, 

9. Claims 1, 3-6, and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claims contains subject matter which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor, at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

10. Claims 1 and 1 1 recite "without any immediate benefit for said supporters." This 
limitation is seen as new matter that is not supported in the specification. Discussion of the votes 
explicitly having no immediate benefit for the supporters could not be found in the specification 
and thus it is unclear exactly what immediate benefit the votes may or may not have for the 
supporters in the present invention. 

1 1 . Claims 1 and 1 1 recite "without any reward to said supporter prior to said participation in 
fiiture revenues." This limitation is seen as new matter that is not supported in the specification. 
Discussion of the dividend explicitly having no reward for the supporter prior to a participation 
in future revenues could not be fovmd in the specification and thus it is unclear exactly what 
reward the dividend may or may not have for the supporter prior to fiiture revenues in the present 
invention. 

12. Claims 3-6, 9, and 10 are rejected due to their dependence on claim 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/01 6,080 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2152 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

13. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

14. Claims 1, 3-6, and 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ishii 
et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication Number 2002/016581 1), hereinafter referred to as 
Ishii. 

15. Ishii has disclosed: 
• <Claim 1> 

An artist supporting and mediating system comprising: one or more pre-registered artists 
(figure 1, item 32); one or more supporters, said supporter being distinct from said pre- 
registered artist (figure 1, item 20); a vote accepting computer that accepts votes from 
said one or more supporters for said pre-registered artists or their artistic works, said 
votes being indicative of monetary support pledged to said artist without any immediate 
benefit for said supporters (paragraphs 97 and 98); a fee collecting computer that handles 
a process of charging fees to said supporters according to numbers of votes cast and a 
predetermined unit fee per vote (paragraph 98); a vote tabulating computer that tabulates 
votes for each of said pre-registered artists or said artistic work (paragraph 84); and a 
support fund distributing computer that distributes support funds to said artist or an artist 
who produced said artistic work, said support funds being monetary rewards directly 
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proportional to said number of votes cast for said artist or artistic work based on a 
predetermined rate (paragraph 251); and a dividend distributing computer that distributes 
dividends to each supporter according to a number of said votes cast or owned by said 
supporter, and wherein said dividend entitles said supporter to a predetermined 
participation in future revenue generated by said artist, such that said dividend is 
indicative of money paid to said artist without any reward to said supporter prior to said 
participation in future revenues (paragraph 135). 

• <Claim 3> 

The artist supporting and mediating system described in claim 2 wherein said dividend 
distributing computer distributes dividends when profits generated by artistic activities of 
said artist match with a predetermined condition (paragraph 339). 

• <Claim 4> 

The artist supporting and mediating system described in claims 1 further comprising a 
vote trade mediating computer that mediates trades of votes owned by said supporters 
(paragraph 83). 

• <Claim 5> 

The artist supporting and mediating system described in claims 1 further comprising a 
audio/visual distributing service computer that provides a service of audio/visual 
distribution of artistic works of pre-registered artists to said supporters (paragraphs 93- 
96). 
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• <Claim 6> 

The artist supporting and mediating system described in claims 1 further comprising a 
browsing/searching service computer that provides a service of allowing said supporters 
to browsing and/or searching attributive data of pre-registered artists (paragraph 96). 

• <Claim 9> 

The artist supporting arid mediating system of claim 1 further comprising supporters' 
terminals connected to said system and each said computers are interconnected via a 
computer network (figure 1, item 20). 

• <Claim 10> 

The artist supporting and mediating system of claim 1 further comprising artists' 
terminals connected to said system and each said computers are interconnected via a. 
computer network (figure 1, item 32). 

• <Claimll> 

Artist supporting and mediating system comprising: a vote accepting computer that 
accepts votes from supporters of preregistered artists or their artistic works said votes 
being indicative of monetary support pledged to said artist without any immediate benefit 
for said supporters (paragraphs 97 and 98); a fee collecting computer that handles a 
process of charging fees to said supporters according to numbers of votes cast and a 
predetermined unit fee per vote (paragraph 98); a vote tabulating computer that tabulates 
votes for each artist or artistic work (paragraph 84); a support fund distributing computer 
that distributes support funds to said artist or an artist who produced said artistic work, 
said support funds being monetary rewards directly proportional to said number of votes 
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cast for said artist or artistic work based on a predetermined rate (paragraph 251); a 
dividend distributing computer that distributes dividends to each supporter according to a 
number of said votes cast or owned by said supporter, and wherein said dividend entitles 
said supporter to a predetermined participation in future revenue generated by said artist, 
such that said dividend is indicative of money paid to said artist without any reward to 
said supporter prior to said participation in future revenues (paragraph 135); supporters' 
terminals connected to said system (figure 1, item 20); and, artists' terminals connected to 
said system (figure 1, item 32), wherein said computers are interconnected via a 
computer network (figure 1). 

Since all the Hmitations of the invention as set forth in claims 1, 3-6, and 9-1 1 were disclosed by 

Ishii, claims 1, 3-6, and 9-1 1 are rejected. 



Conclusion 

1 6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Boushy et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,003,013) disclosed a system for determining worth 
of customers to a casino where customer accounts are updated with status information 
and new activity data from input devices. 

• Blumberg (U.S. Patent Number 6,240,415) disclosed a system for computerized 
corporate management of entities that allows remote users to vote on the managed 
entities. 
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• Postrel (U.S. Patent Number 6,594,640) disclosed a method for operating a reward points 

accumulation and redemption program wherein a user earns reward points from a 

plurality of independent reward points issuing entities. 
17. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor Lesniewski whose telephone number is 571-272-3987. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Victor Lesniewski 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2152 





